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1. CHILEAN GUILD LEADERS TEAM HEADED BY LEON VILLARIN, 
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HAD ARRIVED IN CARACAS ON DECEMBER 1, WAS EXPELLED FROM 
VENEZUELA DECEMBER 3 BY ORDER OF THE GOV. JUST AS VILLARIN 
WAS ABOUT TO GIVE A NOON PRESS CONFERENCE AT HIS HOTEL TO 
EXPLAIN "THE TRUE SITUATION IN CHILE AND THE JUSTIFICATION 
OF THE OVERTHROW OF THE ALLENDE GOVERNMENT," THE POLICE BURST 
IN, STOPPED THE PRESS CONFERENCE, AND HUSTLED THE TEAM TO 
WAITING POLICE CARS, WHICH TRANSPORTED THE CHILEANS TO MAIQUETIA, 
WHERE THEY WERE PUT ABOARD THE FIRST AVAILABLE AIR TRANSPORTATION 
OUT OF THE COUNTRY, REPORTEDLY TO SANTO DOMINGO. GOV SUBSEQUENTLY 
ISSUED A STATEMENT THAT "IT WARNED A GROUP OF FOREIGNERS, OF 
CHILEAN NATIONALITY, THAT IT WAS NOT APPROPRIATE TO DEAL WITH 
MATTERS WHICH CONCERNED THE DOMESTIC POLITICS OF OTHER COUNTRIES 
DURING THE VENEZUELAN ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN" AND THAT AS A RESULT 
THE GROUP S PRESS CONFERENCE HAD BEEN PROHIBITED. "CONSEQUENTLY," 
THE STATEMENT ADDED, "THE REASON FOR THESE GENTLEMEN TO STAY IN 
VENEZUELA CEASED, AND THEY WERE GIVEN EVERY FACILITY TO LEAVE 
THE COUNTRY. WHICH THEY DID SHORTLY BEFORE 3 P.M." 

2. COMMENT: THE ABRUPT EXPULSION OF THE CHILEAN LABOR LEADERS, 
WHICH IS RECEIVING WIDE PUBLICITY, WAS PROBABLY MOTIVATED BY THE 
CALDERA ADMINISTRATION'S DESIRE TO RECOUP SOME OF THE ELECTORAL 
LOSSES IT FEELS THE COPEI PARTY SUFFERED BY CALDERA'S RAPID 
RECOGNITION OF THE MILITARY JUNTA WHICH OVERTHREW ALLENDE. 

THE CAREFULLY-STAGED ENTRY OF THE POLICE TO STOP VILLARIN’S 
PRESS CONFERENCE INDICATES THAT THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT CHOSE 
TO LET THE TEAM ENTER THE COUNTRY SO THAT IT COULD REAP MAXIMUN 
PUBLICITY FROM A DRAMATIC GESTURE ONCE THE TEAM WAS HERE, RATHER 
THAN QUIETLY DENY THE CHILEANS VISAS IN THE FIRST PLACE. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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